nothing can be said but that, in every MIND it is either a Maximum or Minimum. Wliat a stroke for our Law of Thrift, tho 'Jit lust conclusive Proof of an Intelligent Creator, as the Perpetual President hml fnuoloil it! "So-ho, what is this! My Discovery an Error? And Leilmllx discovered it, so far as true ? "—
'May 28th—8th October 1751. Maupertuis, compressing himself whnt he can,' writes to Kb'nig : "Very good, Monsieur. But plcuso inform me where is that Letter of Leibnitz's; I have never scon or heard of It before,—and I want to make use of it myself." To wlmili Ktinltf answers: "Henzi gave it me, in Copy,"—(unfortunate Conspirator Henzi, who lost his head three years ago, by sontouco of tlio Oligarch Government at Berne):'—"he, poor fellow, hiul no end of Papers nnd Excerpts; had, as we know, above a hundred volumoB of tho latter kind j this, and some other Letters of Leibnitz's, among thorn,—I send you tho whole Letter, copied faithfully from his Copy." a To that cflVnt, Htill in perfect good-humour, was Kb'nig's reply to IUH Muupor tills.
'" Hm, Copy ? By Henzi ?" grumbles Mauportuis to lilmsolf:—Search in Berne, then; it must be there, if anywhere ! " To Konig Mauportuis answers nothing1: hut sulkily resolves on having1 Sunroh mado;--and, to give solemnity to the matter, requests his Excellency Munptw du Paulmy, the French Ambassador at Borne, to ask tho Government thorn, —Government having seized all Hon/i's Papers, on beheading him. Excellency Paulmy does, accordingly, mnlco inquiry in tho highest quarter; some inquiries up and down. Not tho loiwt amount of this, or of any Leibnitz Letter, to bo had from among Hoiud's Pjipors,— tho "hundred volumes," seemingly, exist no longer;—Original of this
address left, judged to be lo Hermann. Matipti-tiiisiniui (Hamburg, 1753) is « mere Bookseller's or even Bookbinder's Farrngo, with printed Tilltpagt nnd f.i*t, of the chief Pamphlets which had appeared on this IJusincss (sixteen liy ouuil, various type, all Svo size, in my copy). Of which only No. ii. (Kiinifj's Apftl au Public) and No. jv. (2d edition of said Apfel, will) Appendix of Carre-spondence) are illuminative to read.
1 Government by ' The Two Hundred'; of Select-Vestry nature, very nil}', arbitrary and become rife in abuses ; against wlium had risen an^ry nniltcriiu;s more than once, and in 1749 a Select Plot (not select enough, for tliuy discovered it in time). Poor Ex-Captain Henzi, 'Clerk of the Salt-Office,' most frugal, studious and quiet of men; a very miracle, it would appear, of genius, Holiil learning, philosophy and piety,—not the chief or first of the conspirators, but liy far the most distinguished,—was laid hold of, July ad, 1749, nrxl beheaded, with another of them, a day or two after. Much bewailed in n private way, even by the better kinds of people. (Copious account of him in Actelunt;, vii. S(i-yi.)
3 'The Hague, 26th June,1 in Maupertuisiatta, No. iv. 130. '